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1
 Follow after Christ

You made the greatest decision of your life! You have put your 

faith in Jesus and invited him into your life. It may not look like 

it on the outside, but on the inside a miracle has taken place and 

everything has changed! You have passed from death to life, 

darkness to light, out of the kingdom of this world and into the 

kingdom of God. Your spirit has come alive in God. You are now 

a child of God, born-again to live a new life, a great life in the 

hands of almighty God! 

“If God is for us, who can be against us?” 
Romans 8:31 (NIV)

God is for you and has a great plan for your life! He knew you 

before you were even born and had already planned great 

things for you. Ephesians 2:10 (ESV) says, “For we are his work-

manship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God pre-

pared beforehand, that we should walk in them.”

The good news is, your life is no longer your own, it belongs 

to Christ. That is the best possible place you can ever be as a hu-
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man being!

“I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who 
live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live 
in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved 
me and gave himself for me.”

Galatians 2:20 (ESV)

In the New Testament of the Bible, believers in Christ are called 

‘disciples’. A disciple simply means a believer, a convert and a 

follower. When someone gives their life to the Lord Jesus they 

become his disciple to follow after him. There is no such thing 

as believing in Jesus but not being his disciple. If we receive him 

as Savior we must also receive him as Lord. By the same act of 

believing in Jesus you have also become his disciple. Therefore,  

as a new believer, you have now become a glorious disciple of 

Christ to live the life he wants you to live. You are no longer liv-

ing for yourself. You have died to that old way of only living for 

yourself. Your new life is so much better because not only are 

you alive to him, but he is alive in you and wants to live through 

you in all his glory and power.

“But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in 
mercy, 5made us alive with Christ even when we were 
dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been 
saved. 6And God raised us up with Christ and seated 
us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus,”

Ephesians 2:4-6 (NIV)

“So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, 
continue to live in him, 7rooted and built up in him, 
strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and 
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overflowing with thankfulness.”
Colossians 2:6-7 (NIV)

Let him take a hold of your life and live through you. The first 
act in making Christ king in your life is surrender. We are no lon-
ger the king or queen of our life – Jesus is the King and he gets 
to rule over us. The best thing about that is he is a good king 
that has good things for your life and he loves you so much. 

Learn how to let Christ be king in your life. Learn how to sur-
render to his will and be obedient to him. Let him teach you and 
guide you through life. 

Discuss

What are the benefits of following Jesus?
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2
Be Baptized in Water

“Do you not know that all of us who have been 
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 
4We were buried therefore with him by baptism into 
death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the 
dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in 
newness of life.”

Romans 6:3-4 (ESV)

The first act of obedience as a disciple of Christ is to be baptized 
in water. This is a very important thing for you to do and the first 
step in your spiritual growth. Baptism is an outward declaration 
of what has taken place inside of you. What did take place in-
side of you? You were united with Christ in his death, burial and 
resurrection! Everything that happened to Christ physically, in 
these three things, happened to you spiritually because of your 
faith in him. Your old life died and was buried, and you were 
raised up into new life!

Baptism is a public declaration to yourself, God, your family, 
friends and to the devil that this all has taken place. 
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Baptism is going down into the water, which symbolizes being 

buried with Christ. Your old life of sin and believing you could 

save yourself by your own efforts, was crucified with Christ 

(died) and is buried. As you come up out of the water you are 

leaving that old life behind in the grave and rising up into new 

life. Just as Christ rose from the dead, your spirit has come alive 

in God so you can now walk in newness of life in him! Baptism 

does not make this all happen, it just shows that you believe it 

all happened as you declare it publically. 

The only requirement for baptism is to be a believer in Christ! 

If you believe in Christ and have not been baptized, it is now 

time to consider it. It may feel a bit strange and might take some 

courage, but it is an important thing to do and will be a defin-

ing moment in your life that will significantly help you grow as a 

disciple of Christ.

Scriptures about Baptism 

“Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the 
mountain to which Jesus had directed them. 17And 
when they saw him they worshiped him, but some 
doubted. 18And Jesus came and said to them, ‘All 
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to 
me. 19Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20teaching them to observe 
all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with 
you always, to the end of the age.’”

Matthew 28:16–20 (ESV)

 “Those who accepted his message were baptized, and 
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about three thousand were added to their number that 
day.”

Acts 2:41 (ESV)

“Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning with 
this Scripture he told him the good news about Jesus. 
36And as they were going along the road they came to 
some water, and the eunuch said, ‘See, here is water! 
What prevents me from being baptized?’ 38And he 
commanded the chariot to stop, and they both went 
down into the water, Philip and the eunuch, and he 
baptized him.”

Acts 8:35-38 (ESV)

“But when they believed Philip as he preached good 
news about the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus 
Christ, they were baptized, both men and women.”

Acts 8:12 (ESV)

“Crispus, the ruler of the synagogue, believed in the 
Lord, together with his entire household. And many 
of the Corinthians hearing Paul believed and were 
baptized.”

Acts 18:8 (ESV)

Conclusion

If you have not yet been baptized in water then speak to some-
one at your church about it or even a good Christian friend. Let 
them know you would like to be baptized and then just take the 
plunge! You will notice the spiritual difference it makes in your 

life straight away. 
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Discuss

 What are the benefits of being baptized in water?
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3
Be Baptized in 
the Holy Spirit

How can we get to know God better; know how much he loves 

us; know his will for our lives and be empowered to live a life for 

him? It is simple – we need to be filled with the Holy Spirit.

Just after Jesus’ resurrection and right before he was taken 

up to Heaven, he told his disciples not to leave Jerusalem but to 

stay there until he sends the Holy Spirit to them. 

“And while staying with them he ordered them not to 
depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of 
the Father, which, he said, ‘you heard from me; 5for 
John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with 
the Holy Spirit not many days from now… 8But you 
will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in 
all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.’”

Acts 1:4-5&8 (ESV)

We then see this taking place in Acts 2: 

“When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all 
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together in one place. 2And suddenly there came from 
heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it 
filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3And 
divided tongues as of fire appeared to them and rested 
on each one of them. 4And they were all filled with the 
Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the 
Spirit gave them utterance.”

Acts 2:1-4 (ESV)

Being baptized in the Holy Spirit is a wonderful and powerful 
thing. It is where the spirit of the living God comes and takes up 
residency inside of us so that we can walk in his love, power and 
wisdom. 

There are many reasons 
why God wants you filled 

with the Holy Spirit

To Help You

“If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 
16And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another 
Helper, to be with you forever, 17even the Spirit of truth, 
whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees 
him nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells with 
you and will be in you.”

John 14:15-17 (ESV)

To Teach You

“But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will 
send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring 
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to your remembrance all that I have said to you.”
John 15:26 (ESV)

To Guide You in God’s Truth

“When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into 
all the truth, for he will not speak on his own authority, 
but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare 
to you the things that are to come.”

John 16:13 (ESV)

To Reveal Jesus to You

“He will glorify me, for he will take what is mine and 
declare it to you. 15All that the Father has is mine; 
therefore I said that he will take what is mine and 
declare it to you.”

John 16:14-15 (ESV)

To Fill You with God's Power

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has 
come upon you…”

Acts 1:8 (ESV)

To Reveal that You Are a Child of God

“For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back 
into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption 
as sons, by whom we cry, ‘Abba! Father!’ 16The Spirit 
himself bears witness with our spirit that we are 
children of God…”

Romans 8:15-16 (ESV)
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How do you receive 
the Holy Spirit?

There are a few different ways this can happen.

As You Believe in Jesus

“And Peter said to them, ‘Repent and be baptized 
every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of 
the Holy Spirit.’”

Acts 2:38 (ESV)

“While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy 
Spirit fell on all who heard the word. 45And the believers 
from among the circumcised who had come with 
Peter were amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit 
was poured out even on the Gentiles. 46For they were 
hearing them speaking in tongues and extolling God. 
Then Peter declared, 47‘Can anyone withhold water 
for baptizing these people, who have received the Holy 
Spirit just as we have?’ 48And he commanded them to 
be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ.”

Acts 10:44-48 (ESV)

When Spirit Filled People Lay Hands on You

“Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that 
Samaria had received the word of God, they sent to 
them Peter and John, 15who came down and prayed for 
them that they might receive the Holy Spirit, 16for he 
had not yet fallen on any of them, but they had only 
been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 17Then 



13

B
e

 B
a

p
t

iz
e

d
 in

 t
h

e
 H

o
ly

 S
p

ir
it

3

they laid their hands on them and they received the 
Holy Spirit.”

Acts 8:14–17 (ESV)

 “And it happened that while Apollos was at Corinth, 
Paul passed through the inland country and came to 
Ephesus. There he found some disciples. 2And he said 
to them, ‘Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you 
believed?’ And they said, ‘No, we have not even heard 
that there is a Holy Spirit.’ 3And he said, ‘Into what then 
were you baptized?’ They said, ‘Into John’s baptism.’ 
4And Paul said, ‘John baptized with the baptism of 
repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who 
was to come after him, that is, Jesus.’ 5On hearing this, 
they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6And 
when Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit 
came on them, and they began speaking in tongues and 
prophesying.’”

Acts 19:1–6 (ESV)

As You Ask the Father

“And I tell you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, 
and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to 
you. 10For everyone who asks receives, and the one 
who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will be 
opened. 11What father among you, if his son asks for 
a fish, will instead of a fish give him a serpent; 12or if 
he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? 13If you 
then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your 
children, how much more will the heavenly Father give 
the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”

Luke 11:9–13 (ESV)
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There is so much to learn about the Holy Spirit. The first step is 
to just be baptized in him. After that you can begin the wonder-
ful journey of discovering more and more about him. 

Conclusion

If you have not yet been baptized in the Holy Spirit, then speak 
to one of the leaders in your church or a Christian friend. This is 
something you do not want to miss out on and will make a huge 
difference to your spiritual growth and your life in general. Do 
not see it as a weird thing. It is actually one of the most impor-

tant and wonderful things you can do!

Discuss

What are the benefits of being baptized in the Holy Spirit?
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4
Be Added to a Church

What did the very first church on earth look like?

“So those who received his word were baptized, and 
there were added that day about three thousand 
souls. 42And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ 
teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread 
and the prayers. 43And awe came upon every soul, and 
many wonders and signs were being done through the 
apostles. 44And all who believed were together and 
had all things in common. 45And they were selling 
their possessions and belongings and distributing the 
proceeds to all, as any had need. 46And day by day, 
attending the temple together and breaking bread in 
their homes, they received their food with glad and 
generous hearts, 47praising God and having favor with 
all the people. And the Lord added to their number day 
by day those who were being saved.”

Acts 2:41–47 (NIV)

In the New Testament when people became believers in Christ 
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they were instantly added to his Church. When we come to 
Christ, we also need to become part of a local church. This is a 
community of believers who meet together regularly and walk 
out their Christianity with one another.

There is no such thing as independent and isolated Christian 
in the Bible. Christianity is all about walking together with other 
believers. This is because God wants us all to be in a church com-
munity made up of people who love each other, care for each 
other, encourage each other, build each other up, worship to-
gether, grow in the Word of God together, use our talents to 
serve others and reach out to the world together. Together we 

are better!

The church should become a very important part of your life 
now. Not only for you to grow in Christ-like maturity, but also to 
serve and bless others by using the talents and gifting that God 
has given you. The church is where you live out your Christianity 
and walk in your destiny. You need the church and the church 
needs you! 

The Church in Scripture

The Church is described in a few different ways in Scripture. Each 
metaphor reveals a different aspect of the Church.

The Church as a Body

Significance: Every believer, though an individual, is a part of 
the Church and has a specific and important role to play. We 
need each other and everyone is needed!

“Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its 
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many parts form one body, so it is with Christ. 13For we 
were all baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body—
whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or free—and we were 
all given the one Spirit to drink. 14Even so the body is 
not made up of one part but of many. 15Now if the foot 
should say, ‘Because I am not a hand, I do not belong 
to the body,’ it would not for that reason stop being part 
of the body. 16And if the ear should say, ‘Because I am 
not an eye, I do not belong to the body,’ it would not for 
that reason stop being part of the body. 17If the whole 
body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? 
If the whole body were an ear, where would the sense of 
smell be? 18But in fact God has placed the parts in the 
body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be. 
19If they were all one part, where would the body be? 
20As it is, there are many parts, but one body.”
27 “Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you 
is a part of it.”

1 Corinthians 12:12–20 & 27 (NIV)

“So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the 
evangelists, the pastors and teachers, 12to equip his 
people for works of service, so that the body of Christ 
may be built up 13until we all reach unity in the faith 
and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become 
mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness 
of Christ. 14Then we will no longer be infants, tossed 
back and forth by the waves, and blown here and 
there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning 
and craftiness of people in their deceitful scheming. 
15Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to 
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become in every respect the mature body of him who 
is the head, that is, Christ. 16From him the whole body, 
joined and held together by every supporting ligament, 
grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its 
work.”

Ephesians 4:11–16 (NIV)

The Church as a Flock of Sheep

Significance: Sheep that are isolated are vulnerable to wolves 
and other dangers. Therefore, they need to be part of a flock 
that is cared for and protected by shepherds – God’s leaders in 

a church. 

“Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which 
the Holy Spirit has made you overseers. Be shepherds 
of the church of God, which he bought with his own 
blood.”

Acts 20:28 (NIV)

“To the elders among you, I appeal as a fellow elder 
and a witness of Christ’s sufferings who also will share 
in the glory to be revealed: 2Be shepherds of God’s flock 
that is under your care, watching over them—not 
because you must, but because you are willing, as God 
wants you to be; not pursuing dishonest gain, but eager 
to serve; 3not lording it over those entrusted to you, but 
being examples to the flock.”

1 Peter 5:1–3 (NIV)

A Spiritual House of Living Stones

Significance: We are all being built into the Church together 
with God’s people for a purpose – to proclaim the greatness of 
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God to the world. 

“So put away all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy 
and envy and all slander. 2Like newborn infants, long 
for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up 
into salvation – 3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord 
is good. 4As you come to him, a living stone rejected 
by men but in the sight of God chosen and precious, 
5you yourselves like living stones are being built up 
as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer 
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus 
Christ. 9But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, 
a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you 
may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you 
out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10Once you 
were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once 
you had not received mercy, but now you have received 
mercy.”

1 Peter 2:1-5,9-10 (ESV)

Conclusion

If you are not already part of a church then start looking for a 

good one now. If you were recently saved in a church then a 

good place to start is there. Otherwise, look for a church that 

honors Jesus, loves people and preaches the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ and his grace. Also, know that there are some weird 

churches out there, so let the Holy Spirit help guide you to a 

good one.

“So those who received his word were baptized, and 
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there were added that day about three thousand souls.”
Acts 2:41 (ESV)

“And the Lord added to their number day by day those 
who were being saved.”

Acts 2:47 (ESV)

“Nevertheless, more and more men and women 
believed in the Lord and were added to their number.”

Acts 5:14 (NIV)

“So the churches were strengthened in the faith, and 
they increased in numbers daily.”

Acts 16:5 (ESV)

Discuss

What are the benefits of being added to a church?
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5
Devote Yourself

Athletes who want to become great at their sport, need to de-

vote themselves to it. If they are casual and half-hearted they 

will only be average at best. To become great and successful it 

requires focus, discipline and commitment. If we want to be-

come good at our life destiny in God and great at loving the 

world around us with the love of God, it is going to require de-

votion and commitment to God, his Word, his Church and prayer. 

“And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching 
and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the 
prayers.”

Acts 2:42 (ESV)

No one can force you to be a committed Christian, you have to 

devote yourself. God won’t even force you. You have free will. 

The Early Church realized the importance of living a devoted life 

to Christ and his Church and, therefore, committed themselves 

to walking in covenant relationship with Christ and with each 

other. 
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There were four main things the Bible says they devoted 

themselves to: 

•	 Apostles’ teaching – the Word of God

•	 Fellowship – whole church gatherings

•	 Breaking of bread – home group gatherings

•	 Prayer meetings – praying together and individually

Apostles’ teaching - 
The Word of God

The Word of God builds us up and brings us to maturity. It re-

veals God’s truth and wisdom. It is our ultimate reference of au-

thority concerning what is truth and what are lies and, there-

fore, is the perfect guide for building our lives, values and pur-

pose upon. The Early Church apostles were teaching the Word 

of God.

The Bible is often referred to as the Word of God, which is 

true, but we must remember that it is not the words on paper 

that is the Word of God, but it is Jesus Christ who is the Word of 

God. It is the message and reality of Christ the King and Savior 

of the world that is the Word of God. Everything in the Bible 

ultimately points to this! It is this Word that builds our faith 

and brings us to maturity so that we can walk in the authority 

and faith of Jesus and impact our world. Every believer needs 

to grow in his or her knowledge of the Word of God. In order 

to exercise the wisdom of the Word we first need to know the 

Word. Therefore, devote yourself to studying the Bible and get-

ting it into your heart. It will powerfully transform your life.
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Jesus is the Word

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. 2He was in the beginning 
with God. 3All things were made through him, and 
without him was not any thing made that was made. 
4In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5The 
light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 
overcome it.”

John 1:1-5 (ESV)

His Word Brings Faith

“So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the 
word of Christ.”

Romans 10:17 (ESV)

His Word Brings Maturity and Equips Us for Serving 

God

“All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for 
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in 
righteousness, 17that the man of God may be complete, 
equipped for every good work.”

2 Timothy 3:16-17 (ESV)

“And we also thank God constantly for this, that when 
you received the word of God, which you heard from 
us, you accepted it not as the word of men but as what 
it really is, the word of God, which is at work in you 
believers.”

1 Thessalonians 2:13 (ESV)
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Further Reading

Ephesians 6:16-18

2 Corinthians 10:4-5 

Hebrews 4:12-13

Fellowship — Whole 
Church Gatherings

The original Greek word for fellowship is the word koinonia. It 
refers to the Church meeting together. This is not in a super-
ficial or impersonal way. Instead, it is a deep and meaningful 
way of sharing life together, building each other up and being 
equipped to partner in the purposes of God together. 

Whole church gatherings are important because they help a 
church to walk in unity of vision and common purpose. To be 
built up and equipped through the teaching of the Word of God 
so each person can serve in their part in the body of Christ.

“All the believers were one in heart and mind.”
Acts 4:32 (NIV) 

“And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, 
the shepherds and teachers, 12to equip the saints for the 
work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 
13until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, 
to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, 
14so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and 
fro by the waves and carried about by every wind of 
doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful 
schemes. 15Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to 



25

D
e

v
o

t
e

 Y
o

u
r

s
e

l
f

5

grow up in every way into him who is the head, into 
Christ, 16from whom the whole body, joined and held 
together by every joint with which it is equipped, when 
each part is working properly, makes the body grow so 
that it builds itself up in love.”

Ephesians 4:11-16 (ESV)

The Breaking of Bread — 
Home Group Gatherings

The breaking of bread refers mostly to smaller group fellowship 

where it was more practical to get together and celebrate the 

communion meal (the breaking of bread). The Early Church met 

corporately as one community as well as from house to house in 

smaller, more intimate settings. This is where you can develop 

closer relationships with other believers, be discipled and dis-

ciple others, encourage each other, pray for each other, discuss 

the Word of God together and grow in it, worship Jesus togeth-

er and celebrate His grace in each others lives.

“Every day they continued to meet together in the 
temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate 
together with glad and sincere hearts…”

Acts 2:46 (NIV)

“Day after day, in the temple courts and from house 
to house, they never stopped teaching and proclaiming 
the good news that Jesus is the Messiah.”

Acts 5:42 (NIV)
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Prayer Meetings — praying 
together and individually

This refers to praying together as a church. The Early Church ac-

tually met together every day to pray. Here is what happened in 

one of their prayer meetings just after encountering some per-

secution for preaching the Gospel:

“On their release, Peter and John went back to their 
own people and reported all that the chief priests and 
the elders had said to them. 24When they heard this, 
they raised their voices together in prayer to God…29 
‘Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable your 
servants to speak your word with great boldness. 
30Stretch out your hand to heal and perform signs and 
wonders through the name of your holy servant Jesus.’ 
31After they prayed, the place where they were meeting 
was shaken. And they were all filled with the Holy 
Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly.”

Acts 4: 23,24 & 29-31 (NIV)

The life of a believer is one of prayer. Prayer declares our ulti-

mate trust and need for God. Not praying is a sign we feel we 

can do it all on our own and do not need God. But prayer brings 

God into our situations and allows him to rule in them. Prayer 

is us partnering with God to see Heaven coming to Earth all 

around us and God’s purposes being fulfilled through our lives. 

The Bible is full of references to prayer and testimonies of the 

powerful things that happen when people pray!

Further Reading

Romans 12:12 
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Phillipians 4:6 

1 Timothy 2:1-3

Romans 15:30-31 

2 Corinthians 1:11 

Ephesians 6:18-19 

Phillipians 1:18b-19 

Colossians 4:2-3 

Colossians 4:12-13 

Conclusion

God has four main things he wants you to devote yourself to in 
order to see you growing in spiritual maturity, walking in your 
destiny and becoming an effective part of his Church: To devote 
yourself to studying the Word of God; to your church’s corpo-
rate gatherings; to your church’s home group gatherings and to 
the prayer meetings (and a life of prayer). This is all part of nor-
mal Christianity!

Discuss

What are the benefits of devoting yourself to the following?

•	 The Word of God 

•	 To the corporate church gathering 

•	 To home groups

•	 To prayer meetings
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6
Generosity and Care

There was such a grace upon the Early Church to take care of 

each other and to see the church growing up strong, so that 

many would be reached by the Gospel. This grace of giving is 

an ability and faith from God that trusts that he is our ultimate 

source and that he owns all things. It is an ability and faith to 

go beyond our natural means and limitations and get into God’s 

ability and means. It is a trust in God and a love for other people 

that releases generosity through us to see the church being tak-

en care of and the Gospel being preached. 

“All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one 
claimed that any of their possessions was their own, but 
they shared everything they had. 33With great power 
the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of 
the Lord Jesus. And God’s grace was so powerfully at 
work in them all 34that there were no needy persons 
among them. For from time to time those who owned 
land or houses sold them, brought the money from 
the sales 35and put it at the apostles’ feet, and it was 
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distributed to anyone who had need.”
Acts 4:32-35 (NIV)

There are four points to note in this scripture:

1.	 No one claimed that any of their possessions was 

their own, but shared everything they had.

The truth is that everything ultimately belongs to God. God 

is the source of all things. We came into the world naked and 

that is how we are going to leave. We brought nothing in and 

we are taking nothing out! The Early Church had a revelation 

that nothing they owned actually belonged to them, but all be-

longed to God and, therefore, they were unafraid to give. This 

is a beautiful revelation to have. People who believe that God is 

their source and that everything they have belongs to him are 

not afraid to give. Now they can be moved by the love and gen-

erosity of God to go beyond themselves to bless others. This was  

purposeful giving to build the church up to see many people be-

ing saved and cared for.

God is a generous God. He loved the world so much that he 

gave his Son, Jesus, to save us. When we get saved and are born 

again, we miraculously receive the nature of God inside of us. 

This means we now have his generous nature that loves to give! 

We must learn to live by this new nature.

2.	 With great power the apostles continued to testify 

to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus.

Everyone giving into the church enabled the apostles to get on 

with the work of the ministry and not have to try find financial 

ways to take care of everyone. As the whole church together 
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carries the financial burden for the church, the work of the min-

istry is accelerated! 

3.	 From time to time those who owned land or houses 

sold them...

God does not want us to just sell everything and give it away 
right now. He wants us to rather live a lifestyle of generos-
ity and care for others. This involves doing extremely generous 
things at times. This is something that should become a part of 
our normal lives. Regular giving to God through the church to 
reach and care for others is a new lifestyle we should practice. 
Also, God is not against us building wealth, but as long as it is 
done with the heart to bless others and a willingness to obey 

God when he asks us to give some away.

4.	 ...and put it at the apostles’ feet, and it was 

distributed to anyone who had need.

The apostles were the leaders of the church. People brought the 
money to them and they distributed it. This is simply God’s man-
agement system. Our giving should be to God, first, through our 
church and then administrated by good leaders, who are called 
by God to govern the affairs of the church. When this system 
works well, people are cared for and the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
reaches many people!
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Some further scripture readings about giving through the 

church:

The Grace of Giving

“And now, brothers and sisters, we want you to know 
about the grace that God has given the Macedonian 
churches. 2In the midst of a very severe trial, their 
overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled 
up in rich generosity. 3For I testify that they gave as 
much as they were able, and even beyond their ability. 
Entirely on their own, 4they urgently pleaded with us 
for the privilege of sharing in this service to the Lord’s 
people. 5And they exceeded our expectations: They gave 
themselves first of all to the Lord, and then by the will 
of God also to us.”

2 Corinthians 8:1-5 (NIV)

A Financial Commitment Proportionate to Your Income

“Now about the collection for the Lord’s people: Do 
what I told the Galatian churches to do. 2On the first 
day of every week, each one of you should set aside a 
sum of money in keeping with your income, saving it 
up, so that when I come no collections will have to be 
made.”

1 Corinthians 16:1-2 (NIV)

Giving that Supports those Ministering in the Church

“Don’t you know that those who serve in the temple get 
their food from the temple, and that those who serve 
at the altar share in what is offered on the altar? 14In 
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the same way, the Lord has commanded that those who 
preach the gospel should receive their living from the 
gospel.”

1 Corinthians 9:13-14 (NIV)

“The elders who direct the affairs of the church well are 
worthy of double honor, especially those whose work is 
preaching and teaching. 18For Scripture says, ‘Do not 
muzzle an ox while it is treading out the grain,’ and 
‘The worker deserves his wages.’”

1 Timothy 5:17-18 (NIV)

Our Giving Sows into the Lives of Other People to 

Reap a Harvest for God

“Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap 
sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap 
generously. 7Each of you should give what you have 
decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8And God 
is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at 
all times, having all that you need, you will abound in 
every good work. 9As it is written:

‘They have freely scattered their gifts to the poor; 
 their righteousness endures forever.’

10Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for 
food will also supply and increase your store of seed 
and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. 
11You will be enriched in every way so that you can 
be generous on every occasion, and through us your 
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generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.”
2 Corinthians 9:6-11 (NIV)

Conclusion

Become a generous giver and pray about your financial com-
mitment to support the church with regular giving that helps to 
carry and fund the mission of the church you are in. Do this in 
accordance with your income. Once you have decided ahead of 
time in your heart, it is usually much easier to keep your commit-
ment even when times are tough. Develop a lifestyle of gener-
osity that represents God and his nature in you.

Discuss

What are the benefits of giving financially to your church?
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Reaching Out 

to Others

God’s heart for lost mankind

“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and 
only Son, that whoever believes in him  shall not perish 
but have eternal life. 17For God did not send his Son 
into the world to condemn the world, but to save the 
world through him. 18Whoever believes in him is not 
condemned, but whoever does not believe stands 
condemned already because they have not believed in 
the name of God’s one and only Son.”

John 3:16–18 (NIV)

“The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some 
understand slowness. Instead he is patient with you, 
not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to 
repentance.”

2 Peter 3:9 (NIV)

Now that you are saved and have come into a relationship with 

Christ and eternal life, God wants to use you to reach out to 
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others and see them get saved and added to the Church. Your 

life now has an eternal purpose! Reaching out to the lost is not 

an option for us, it is something we must and should do. God 

loves this world and wants to see it saved. He partners with us 

in this divine purpose. Snatching others from the flames of hell 

and seeing them come into a revelation of Christ and eternal sal-

vation is one of the greatest things you can do! Here are some 

scriptures about Jesus commissioning us to reaching the lost, 

how to do this and also some examples of the Early Church do-

ing this:

Christ’s Great 
Commission to us

“And then he told them, ‘Go into all the world and 
preach the Good News to everyone. 16Anyone who 
believes and is baptized will be saved. But anyone who 
refuses to believe will be condemned. 17These miraculous 
signs will accompany those who believe: They will cast 
out demons in my name, and they will speak in new 
languages. 18They will be able to handle snakes with 
safety, and if they drink anything poisonous, it won’t 
hurt them. They will be able to place their hands on 
the sick, and they will be healed.’ 19When the Lord 
Jesus had finished talking with them, he was taken 
up into heaven and sat down in the place of honor at 
God’s right hand. 20And the disciples went everywhere 
and preached, and the Lord worked through them, 
confirming what they said by many miraculous signs.”

Mark 16:15–20 (NLT)
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“Jesus came and told his disciples, ‘I have been given all 
authority in heaven and on earth. 19Therefore, go and 
make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 
20Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands 
I have given you. And be sure of this: I am with you 
always, even to the end of the age.’”

Matthew 28:18-20 (NLT)

God helps us to 
reach the lost

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes 
upon you. And you will be my witnesses, telling people 
about me everywhere – in Jerusalem, throughout 
Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

Acts 1:8 (NLT)

We must preach the message 
of Christ to see people saved

“For there is no difference between Jew and Gentile—
the same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all who 
call on him, 13for, ‘Everyone who calls on the name of 
the Lord will be saved.’ 14How, then, can they call on 
the one they have not believed in? And how can they 
believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And 
how can they hear without someone preaching to them? 
15And how can anyone preach unless they are sent? As 
it is written: ‘How beautiful are the feet of those who 
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bring good news!’ 16But not all the Israelites accepted 
the good news. For Isaiah says, ‘Lord, who has believed 
our message?’ 17Consequently, faith comes from hearing 
the message, and the message is heard through the 
word about Christ.”

Romans 10:12-17 (NIV)

God wants to see people saved 
and his Church growing

“Those who accepted his message were baptized, and 
about three thousand were added to their number that 
day.”

Acts 2:41 (NIV)

“And the Lord added to their number daily those who 
were being saved.”

Acts 2:47 (NIV) 

“But many who heard the message believed; so the 
number of men who believed grew to about five 
thousand.”

Acts 4:4 (NIV)

”Nevertheless, more and more men and women 
believed in the Lord and were added to their number.”

Acts 5:14 (NIV)

“So the word of God spread. The number of disciples 
in Jerusalem increased rapidly, and a large number of 
priests became obedient to the faith.”

Acts 6:7 (NIV)
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“When the crowds heard Philip and saw the signs he 
performed, they all paid close attention to what he 
said. 7For with shrieks, impure spirits came out of 
many, and many who were paralyzed or lame were 
healed. 8So there was great joy in that city.”

Acts 8:6-8 (NIV) 

“All those who lived in Lydda and Sharon saw him and 
turned to the Lord.”

Acts 9:35 (NIV)

“This became known all over Joppa, and many people 
believed in the Lord.”

Acts 9:42 (NIV)

“Some of them, however, men from Cyprus and 
Cyrene, went to Antioch and began to speak to Greeks 
also, telling them the good news about the Lord Jesus. 
21The Lord’s hand was with them, and a great number 
of people believed and turned to the Lord. 22News of 
this reached the church in Jerusalem, and they sent 
Barnabas to Antioch. 23When he arrived and saw what 
the grace of God had done, he was glad and encouraged 
them all to remain true to the Lord with all their hearts. 
24He was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and faith, 
and a great number of people were brought to the Lord. 
25Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, 26and 
when he found him, he brought him to Antioch. So for 
a whole year Barnabas and Saul met with the church 
and taught great numbers of people.”

Acts 11:20–26 (NIV)
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You have a great purpose in life now: to be a part of a vibrant 
church that has a passion and a strategy for reaching more and 
more people! Throw yourself into that and see God do great 
things through you and the church you are in!

Discuss

What are the benefits of reaching out to the lost?



41

Final thoughts

“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth 
into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead, 4and into an inheritance that 
can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept 
in heaven for you, 5who through faith are shielded by 
God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is 
ready to be revealed in the last time.”

1 Peter 1:3–5 (NIV)

Well, you have much to rejoice about and to look forward to! 

You have been born again and have come into a relationship 

with God and eternal life in Jesus Christ. This is the greatest 

news and will give you great hope as you walk through this life 

and face whatever trials may come your way. 

You also have been added to a new family in Christ – his 

Church. You are now part of the community of God’s people 

who live to know him and to make him known to the entire 

world through the power of the Holy Spirit and the Word of 

God. 

I encourage you to commit to a good church as you devote 

yourself to following after Jesus.  It is vital you get involved in a 

church, as it is where you will grow and mature in God. 

Devote yourself to studying the Word of God for it will build 

you up and reveal to you all that you are in Christ and all that he 

can and wants to do through you!

Develop relationships with people in the church that mutu-
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ally build each other up and care for one another. Do not expect 
everyone to be perfect and never to be let down. We are all 
humans and will most probably hurt or offend each other from 
time to time. This also means you do not have to be perfect and 
do everything perfectly in order to belong. We are all growing 
in maturity and love and are, no doubt, going to make mistakes 
and get things wrong. But if we all move towards love we will 
build each other up and contribute to the church being effec-
tive.

Look for opportunities to serve the church and bless others 
with your talents and gifts. 

Become a generous giver and pray about your financial com-
mitment to support the church with regular giving that helps to 
carry and fund the mission of the church you are in. Do this in 
accordance with your salary. 

And finally, get involved in reaching the lost; reach out to 
others to rescue them and bring them into eternal life through 
Christ. This is probably the greatest purpose you could have in 
your life. Its results do not just count in this life, but for all eter-
nity, as people you reached will be there in Heaven because of 
the work you did! That is ultimate fulfillment and job satisfac-
tion!

Know this, that God loves you and has a wonderful plan for 
your life. The more you discover him and find your place in  the 
Church, the more you will walk in all he has for you.

God bless you!

Ryan Rufus
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